Resolutions of the Seminar on

“Actual problems of professional training and pilot certification”

December, 15-16 2005                                                                             St.-Petersburg

Admiral Makarov State Maritime Academy (SMA) as agreed with Federal Agency of Sea and River Transport of the Russian Federation Ministry of Transport has organized the seminar considering

“Actual problems of professional training and pilot certification”

in case of adopting the new Chapter V of the SOLAS Convention, ISPS Code, innovative  information systems implementation, AIS, new requirements to navigating equipment, necessity of IMO Regulations A.960 (23) implementation, and aimed at systematizing the work of pilot services in the field of crewing, training and certification of personnel simultaneously.

Main topics discussed at the seminar:

· The problem of sea pilots training and certification in compliance with the IMO Resolution A.960 (23);
· GOST R 51874 – 2002 application. “Requirements to sea pilots.  Training process. Attestation”;
· System of sea pilots professional training. Discussion of new draft documents on pilot training and certification;
· Interaction of sea pilots and pilots of State Basin Administration (SBA);
· Usage of up-to-date technical and navigational aids; 

· Pilot actions in case of danger of attack against a ship, ISPS Code;
· Human factor and aspects of psychological compatibility, testing and consulting of pilots on stress overcoming;
· Pilot training on the “Bridge Resources Management” course; 

· Training and knowledge evaluation of pilots on Maritime English; 

· System and procedures of knowledge assessment for pilots.
The seminar was attended by representatives of the Ministry of Transport, Federal Agency of Sea and River Transport, Commission on National Maritime Policy of the Council of Federation, FSUE “Rosmorport”, pilot State Basin Administrations, pilot services of different patterns of ownership, Port Captain Services, shipborne equipment and simulator producer companies, interested organizations.

The seminar was attended by 42 participants.

Resolution of the Seminar is enclosed:

Participants emphasized that implementation of tasks, proposals, administrative and legal requirements and standards of international organizations, considering rising professional level of sea pilots training, requires:

1. AMSMA shall finish “Resolutions on sea pilots training and certification” draft, projects of syllabuses for up-grading courses and pilot- trainee training regarding remarks and recommendations stated by participants;
2. Developed “Resolutions on sea pilots training and certification” drafts, syllabus projects for up-grading courses and pilot-trainee training as draft programs shall be forwarded to the Federal Agency of Sea and River Transport for further consideration and assertion in the prescribed order;

3. The Seminar admits establishment of sectoral training centres for pilots on the basis of maritime academies to be expedient and requests the Federal Agency of Sea and River Transport to examine this problem and make appropriate decision, to concentrate organization of pilot-trainee training and up-grading courses in pilot sectoral training centres;
4. Sea Port Administrations and pilot organizations irrespective of the pattern of ownership are recommended to install the “Delta-Fairway” software testing environment designed for preliminary training and usage for sea pilots attestation;

5. Federal Agency of Sea and River Transport is suggested to consider the expedience problem of sea pilot training on “Bridge Resources Management” program, while ensuring appropriate status for this training, and introducing training and knowledge evaluation of pilots on Maritime English;
6. Seminar has joined efforts of interested companies (State Enterprise “Delta-Pilot” (Ukraine), St.-Petersburg Maritime College, AMSMA) considering the problems of introducing professional and psycho-physiological pilots testing aimed at elimination  of   specialists’ drawbacks and improvement of psycho-physiological methodical provision;

7. Seminar confirmed expedient usage of  mathematical models simulator for pilot practical training and supported the joint efforts of  MSA of admiral Ushakov and SMA of admiral Makarov regarding further development of the problem;

8. Seminar admits simulator training at the approved VTMS training centre to be expedient alternative for pilot probation at the VTMS and requests the Federal Agency of Sea and River Transport to consider this problem and make an appropriate decision;

9. Shipboard probation shall be held for not less than 6 months including pilotage practice, minor terms of which are fixed by port captain’s resolution. Pilot organization in accordance with port captain instruction shall provide probations of other pilot services;

10. As a pilot-trainee shall have a valid license of navigator, therefore he has a certificate in accordance with Chapter IV of the STCW requirements and additional shipboard damage control training is not necessary. In the framework of up-grading courses a new project of the program shall provide training on survivance, first medical aid and saving life at sea.        

