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PRESS RELEASE

OPENING OF RF MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT CRISIS MANAGEMENT CENTER

AT ADMIRAL S.O. MAKAROV STATE MARITIME ACADEMY

On May 26 2006 RF Ministry of Transport Analytical and Crisis Management Center will be opened as part of the celebration program of the 130th anniversary of Admiral S.O. Makarov State Maritime Academy.

 The AMSMA Analytical and Crisis Management Center is a unique institution for Russia and is one of the major sectoral maritime training and research institutions in Europe. The 2 mln. USD project of development of this Analytical and Crisis Management Center was implemented by AMSMA in collaboration with TRANSAS MARINE group, the world hardware and software leader in the field of sea and air transport and environment safety, and federal state unitary company MORSVYAZSPUTNIC, one of the leading institutions in the field of marine communication and radio electronic navigational aids. 

The AMSMA Analytical and Crisis Management Center will allow the Russian Ministry of Transport and its agencies to provide both theoretical and practical training for seafarers, expert analysis of crisis situations, preparation and performance of table-top exercises, and R@D and experimental facilities for the purpose of ensuring safety of navigation in areas of Russian sea ports. The center will allow AMSMA to join major world maritime training and review leaders in the dynamically developing shipping industry.

Rapid growth of hydrocarbons export volume from new ports in the Russian North-West region (Prymorsk, Vysotsk, Ust-Luga)  and intended sea transportation of oil products and liquefied natural gas from Russian extreme North areas, the Pechera and Barents seas were the prime cause of establishing the center. The transportation growth increases risk of man-caused accidents and disasters, which should be minimized by qualified professional training of crews for ice class tankers, pilots, operators of vessel traffic services (VTS), personnel of oil and gas handling complexes and terminals, oil pollution prevention and response personnel and rescuers. This kind of training is offered by AMSMA now.

The main objective of the center is R@D and experimental activities for enhancement of shipping safety, prevention of marine pollution, organization of simulator training and upgrading of crews of Russian and foreign flag ships, personnel of operation management headquarters and rescue coordination centers, shore-based personnel who are directly responsible for safety of navigation.

The most important component of the center will be expert analytical monitoring center of managerial decision-making support in crisis situations ( marine accidents, search of ships and other objects at sea, accidental oil spills, terrorist threat etc.).

The following module projects were implemented within the framework of the Analytical Center development by AMSMA and TRANSAS specialists:

· Analytical and Crisis Management Center to provide expert information, methodological and practical support during response and combating operations as a result of accidents, natural and man-caused disasters.

· Oil pollution prevention and response training center (OPR center) for simulator training, development and review /assessment of contingency plans, team management, model development for operation management and coordination headquarters, interaction of agencies and services with different organization structures.

· “Virtual Vessel” project – a combination of navigating bridge, radio communications and engine room simulators with full integration for the purpose of Crew Resources  Management training in accordance with the requirements and recommendations of IMO and SAS air lines. This is a unique simulation integration in MET, which allows to provide joint training for all ship departments crews, including emergency situations when coordinated actions of the crew are of critical importance for ensuring safety of seafarers, passengers and cargo.

· Sectoral center for training vessel traffic service (VTS) operators and pilots. The task of the center is to establish a unified national center for training shore-based operators and sea pilots responsible for navigation of ships in all sea ports of Russia from Kaliningrad to Vladivostok and from Novorossiysk to Murmansk.

· Distant learning center for personnel responsible for marine crisis situations prevention and response.

· Small vessel navigator training center. The growth of traffic in the North-Western ports of Russia, particularly in the Eastern part of the Gulf of Finland is accompanied by  dramatic growth of the number of sea yachts, pleasure boats and other small ships visiting the area, involving higher accident risk. Professional training of navigators for large sea- and ocean-going yachts, small sea and river ships will be available in St. Petersburg as a result of close cooperation between AMSMA and State small ship inspection (GIMS) of Russian EMERCOM.

The Minister of Transport of Russia, the head of the Federal agency for sea and river transport, deputy head of the Federal service for supervision of transport, officials of EMERCOM, shipping companies, Russian administration of sea ports, crewing companies, participants of the international conference “Manning @Training Lloyd’s List” are expected to attend the grand opening ceremony .
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