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PRESS-RELEASE

European Union has approved investment project on MSGOF (Maritime Safety in the Gulf of Finland)
In the framework of implementation of cross-border cooperation projects between Finland and Russia European Union has approved investment project on MSGOF (Maritime Safety in the Gulf of Finland) intended to improve seafarers’ ice navigation training.
The project is aimed at generalizing European experience in ice navigation training; development of simulator training methodic; working out recommendations on training and required competency level of personnel, operating in winter conditions; study of ice loads on ship’s hull when proceeding along ice channels.
The total amount of financing is 204 000 Euro. The project is going to be participated by Helsinki University of Technology, Kotka Vocational Institute and St. Petersburg Maritime Technical University. The leading partner of the project is Admiral Makarov State Maritime Academy. 
Academy is going to operate on the basis of the Makarov Training Centre, fitted with the latest ice navigation simulator providing ship handling training in various ice conditions. The training of deck officers is going to reduce ships’ accident rate  in the Gulf of Finland in winter period.
By now Makarov Training Centre has already trained more than 200 navigators for St. Petersburg subsidiary of Rosmorport, Unicom, Interorient, Western Petroleum, Tsakos Shipping, Thenamaris Shipping, Capital Shipping, Global Shipping and etc. using the simulator modeling ports of Primorsk (terminal of Transneft) and Vysotsk (terminal of Lukoil).
Academy plans to work in close liaison with Federal Agency of Sea and River Transport and Ice Operations’ Headquarters of Sea Port Administration of St. Petersburg.
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