Main conclusions and recommendations of VTS 2004 Symposium
1 Safety and security issues have highlighted the need to improve communications between VTS centres, other authorities and stakeholders concerned with the safety of shipping, ports and waterways. Therefore, consideration should be given to developing an international
recommendation on secure communication networks for 'common information sharing'
between a VTS, adjacent VTS centres, appropriate marine fescue co-ordination centres, port authorities and other stakeholders.

2 Vessel traffic management and information services are likely to have an impact on the
traditional concept of VTS as an information service. Therefore, international guidance on such 'enhanced' services should be developed by the appropriate technical body, in particular the IALA.

3 Limiting the mandatory use of VTS to national waters minimises the value of VTS as a tool for improving safely at sea and reducing marine pollution. Therefore, studies should be initiated to investigate the feasibility of establishing mandatory traffic management in international waters and straits used for international navigation.

4 The response time and interruptions to the flow of traffic resulting from incidents occurring In a VTS area could be significantly improved by the provision of facilities capable of rapidly analysing the effect of the incident and indicating appropriate actions that might be taken by VTS personnel. Therefore, studies should be made into the use of risk models and simulation techniques to provide a pro-active system in VTS centres to assist operators when it is necessary to take appropriate actions with traffic as a result of a collision, grounding or other incident within the VTS area.

5 Experience with implementing training of VTS operators has confirmed the value of the relevant IALA Recommendation V-103 and its associated documentation. Therefore, competent and VTS authorities should make every effort to introduce VTS personnel training In accordance with the IALA standard.

6 The standard of installation of automatic identification systems (AIS) on board ships and the limitations of the IMO-approved minimum keyboard and display features of shipborne AIS equipment are cause for concern. Together with lack of knowledge on the operation and use of such equipment, there is а real danger that confidence in AIS information will be low. Therefore, the IMO should be alerted to these various problems and the IALA, on its part, should provide information on correct setting-up procedures and operations, in addition, competent and VTS authorities should give consideration to initiating actions to improve the quality of AIS Information.

7 The introduction of AIS has raised concern about the prospect of different shipborne AIS systems being used by vessels engaged in seaport and inland waterway traffic in a given area. Therefore, urgent studies should be undertaken into the risks and difficulties involved where there is a substantial mix of ocean-going ships and inland waterway craft.

8 There would be advantages in traffic management (for example adjusting arrival time, slot management to reduce queuing) if long-range ('over-the-horizon') automatic ship reporting was used by ships travelling towards busy ports and waterways. Therefore, the possible advantages of long-range ship reporting for safety, security and traffic management should be studied.

9 The lack of availability of electronic navigation charts (ENC) continues to give cause for concern. Therefore, the International Hydrographic Office and IALA should work closely together to respond to present and future demands for accurate and up-to-date chart data and for display of information from different sensors.

